The Spotlight is on . . . our Churches!
Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania

A

new pastor and family; a remodeled parsonage; the
yard and landscaping given a face lift; increased enrollment in the Christian Academy. Suffice it to say that
God is blessing and things are happening at the Tunkhannock Pilgrim Holiness church!
We are very excited to have Rev. Joel and Jennifer Byer
and their three children (Jeffrey, Janessa, and Jaylee) as our
new pastor and family. Thankfully, the trip and the border crossing were uneventful — much prayer was going
up at this time! We know this must be a big adjustment
for them (a new church, a new Conference, a new country!), but they are doing an excellent job. We are thankful
that God has sent them our way.
Much work was done on the parsonage throughout the
busy summer in preparation for a new pastor. Fresh paint
from top to bottom, drywall repairs and freshly textured
ceilings, new carpet and linoleum, newly remodeled bathroom, and other items all stand as evidence of the many
hours of labor that were invested in the parsonage.
Also, recently the grounds around the church and parsonage received a face lift. Tim Sickler and his crew very
capably took down two large trees which had become
both a safety hazard and an eyesore. The young people
(with help from the not-so-young) cleaned out and re-
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planted the flower beds.
All of this work has made a
tremendous difference, and
the place looks great!
God has been blessing
the Christian school here
as well, in spite of an adverse economy. Enrollment is up considerably
from this time last year!
Endless Mountains Christian Academy currently
has 27 students enrolled
for the 2009-10 school year.
We are thankful for God’s
provision and leadership as
we continue to transfer the
truths of God’s Word and teach the next generation for
lifelong impact and life change.
Even more recently, we have seen a renewed interest in
the junior church and the calling programs, and are thankful for the new ones being reached as a result of these efforts. The debut of the monthly “Family Fun Night” was
a big success as well, as we gathered for a time of fun and
fellowship, but also for a time of spiritual focus. Also,
thanks to Pastor Byer, we now have web sites for both the
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church (www.tunkphc.com) and
the school (www.tunkemca.com)
up and running.
We are thankful for all of the
hard work and for the sense of
unity here at TPHC, and we are
trusting God for great things
ahead.
—by Bill & Vonda O’Connor
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