August 2018
Fellow Laborers in Christ- Greetings:
Looking over the lush growth of our garden, my heart is filled with praise to God for the
abundant harvest already finding its way into the menu for the day. The Scripture comes
to mind, “Being enriched in everything to all bountifulness, which causeth through us
thanksgiving to God.” II Corinthians 9:11. It is a common sight to see parishioners
bringing to church their abundance to be shared with others.
Jesus told the parable of the prosperous farmer who built bigger barns in order to store all
his bounty. It is true that he erred greatly when he trusted in the material to bring him
long-term happiness. His self-centeredness prohibited him from freely giving to others
what God had so freely given to him. The opportunity to lay up treasures in heaven
would soon be forever lost.
There is a far greater treasure given to every born again Christian. “For we have this
TREASURE in an earthen vessel.” II Corinthians 4:7. What are we doing with this
treasure? Are we keeping it to ourselves? Are we sharing the message of the Gospel to
the lost around us? Rev. Eric Hemilick, the speaker for Youth Camp 2018, challenged his
listeners to take time to love and share the message of the Gospel with those around
them. He pointed to the example of the prodigal son’s father who engaged in prayerful
expectation and faithful alertness for the return of his wayward son. The altar and front
benches lined with young people seeking God’s will for their future.
Pursuing a Passion for Missions
How involved ought we to be in pursuit of souls? What level of involvement do I practice
in evangelism? What is my view point of missions? It is not how much I want to be
involved, but how much am I involved in outreach ministry.
Missions-A Problem
Luke 9:51-56
This Scripture does not paint a very pretty picture of Jesus’ disciples. It was not a
crowning moment for the evangelistic efforts of James and John! The Samaritan’s refusal
to accommodate the Master was taken as a direct offense. These mongrel Jews were a
problem that needed to be eliminated. All patriotic Jews shunned them. These heathen,
idolatrous people would never be a benefit to God’s Kingdom!! They were a problem to

be overcome. Can you hear the heartless conclusion falling on the ears of William Carey?
“If God were to save the heathen in India, He will do it without your help!!” That is
viewing missions as a problem! It’s God’s problem, not mine!!
Yet how close do we come to this sad state of affairs? Perhaps indirectly and
unintentional, one’s lack of involvement in any measurable manner might leave that
impression. Woe unto the body of believers who view missions as a problem to be
overcome. Jesus concludes, “The Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to
save them.”
Missions-A Possibility
John 4:34-35
This Scripture continues to highlight the ministry of Jesus to the Samaritans. It is very
possible that this woman and the disciples passed each other-both avoiding the other.
Before the disciples returned, this woman experienced a life changing faith in Christ as
the Messiah. It had to show on her countenance. They had to see that change! They were
left speechless. They neither asked her what she wanted, nor inquired of the Master’s
conversation.
What likely was going through their minds was put into words when Jesus told them,
“Say not ye, there are yet four months and then cometh the harvest.” (vs. 35). They might
have begun to see the possibilities of missionary work in Samaria, but it would take a
long time for that to happen!!
The unspoken conclusion is that God will and can save the lost, but it’s going to take a
long time. The possibilities are great - but the time is yet in the future. God may
sometime want me to present my friend, neighbor, coworker to Jesus: there are great
possibilities with God’s Grace- but not right now!! Jesus concludes here, “Lift up your
eyes, and look unto the fields: for they are white already to harvest.”
News from the Field
HAITI: Those who will have attended the Binghamton camp mission’s service, August
9th, have heard Don Mobley give first hand updates of our work in Haiti. Thank you, Bro.
Mobley, for coming to Binghamton for the mission’s service.
Rev. Paul Lukner and his people at Guerin have worked for the past three years to
construct a new church around their old building. The visit in April 2017 included a
stopover in Guerin. At that time, the foundation was in place and several hundred blocks
stored on the church platform were ready to be laid. The building is ready for roofing.
The men of the church plan to put on this roof themselves as soon as the material can be
purchased and transported to the site. Wooden trusses covered with tin are planned for
this church.

July was a very troubling time for Haiti. Gas prices went up about 33%. The cost of a
gallon of gas rose to the level of a day’s wage. Those prone to violence in the larger
urban areas took to the streets. All roads into Port Au Prince were blocked with burning
tires and angry crowds. The Christians, who become targets of the mobs in such times,
were admonished to stay indoors. Bro. Mobley returned to the States just before the
political crisis erupted. He called Rev. Sickler to reassure him that the central highlands
had been relatively quiet.
Please continue to pray that the political turmoil will subside. Pray for the leadership
team that the Lord will give them wisdom and discernment to meet the challenges and
opposition of Satan. God is working; the Kingdom is advancing; people are minding the
Lord. Praise His name!!
BRAZIL: Steve and Kezia Mills have now moved to the new church plant in Manacaparu.
They stayed here the week of July 23-29. This was their first to remain there this length
of time. It gave them opportunity of get acquainted with other families living in this area.
Their nearest neighbor is fifty yards from their property line. Following paths worn into
the jungle vegetation, they visited several other nearby families. Daily routine centers
around daylight hours: up at the crack of dawn and to bed by nine o’clock!!
Transportation to and from Manaus is putting the Chevy Spin to more wear and tear than
they had anticipated. It is suited more for urban travel, not the rugged dirt toads and
steeper hills of jungle environment. The Baptist missionary friends that assisted in their
move to Manacaparu have a double cab pick-up truck for sale. This may be the preferred
mode of transportation in the future.
This past weekend, (August 3-5), Steve and Kezia remained in Manaus. The Toyota had
been taken to a garage. It was not completed in time and so the return to Manacaparu was
postponed until that Monday. Steve is planning to use the Toyota more for travel to and
from Manacaparu. If it becomes clear that the Chevy Spin needs to be replaced, Bro.
Mills wants to keep it in the best of shape possible.
Pastor Eraldo, Santos and his wife made a visit to St. Joseph July 19-23. There was
trouble with the large boat both going and coming. Bro. Mills noted that it is vital that
these trips are covered with prayer. While walking through an area infested with
poisonous snakes, their cell phone light quit!! Upon reaching their destination, they were
informed by the nationals that lately more large snakes have been sighted-one they did
not even know its name!! Thank the Lord for His protection!
Rev. Jonathan Fall and Isabella Whitney plan to accompany Rev. Ken Sickler on a visit
to Brazil August 21-29, 2018. This visit presents a unique challenge to our missionaries
as time will be divided between Manaus and Manacaparu. There is a visit to St. Joseph
planned for that same weekend, but not with the visiting team. Bro. Santos and his wife
plan to conduct a family seminar while on this visit. It is hoped that a report of this visit
can be given to the team from the States before they need to return home.

Sr. Kezia Mills requests prayer for a ministry she feels God is pressing on her heart. She
sees the opportunity to expand her ministry to the students in the local school and to the
community in offering basic medical care. Please pray that the Lord will direct and
provide for this additional ministry. They expect to start up the Youth and Children’s
ministry before the visit from the States.
WINNIPEG: Thank the Lord for encouraging news from this needy field. God is not
finished with His work in this large metropolitan city. The Kurtens continue to keep the
doors open for Sunday services, maintaining the property to keep it presentable for the
Lord’s work. Financing for Winnipeg remains stable thanks to the faithful giving of loyal
supporters and the efficient and frugal care of Bro. and Sr. Kurten. Here, it has been a
period of ‘marking time’. It is not a time to despair!! There will be ‘special orders’ added
to God’s ‘general orders’ in due time. “Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due
season we shall reap if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9. Thank you all for keeping the work at
Winnipeg in your prayers.
God’s abundant blessings rest on you all,

Rev. Ken Sickler,
Conference Missionary Secretary

